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Comptroller Oenerel of the Waited States 
Wsghl ngfrvn 25 


C-O-P-T 


B-l*0912 

Hovewber 2&, 1959 

M t, Robert K. Thurter 
Authorized Certifying Officer 
Subversive Activities Control Board 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Bear Mr. Usurber: 

Tour letter of October 1, 1959* requests our decision upon the 
availability of the Subversive Activities Control Board's a pp r o p r i ation 
for salaries sod expanses to reimburse a staff amber of the Board for 
the luncheon expanse he incurred (#3-^5)* and wfeieh he now claims, in 
attending on behalf of the Board a recent intardeparlaxmtal conference 
sponaored by the President's Oansittee on O ovenaas ct Bsployraent Policy- 

The conference attended by the claimant wee held on We dn esd ay, 
September 23, 1959* in Washington, D.C., his headquarters. It ms e 
nesting of Baderal afeirdstrstors in the Washington area to review the 
past operation of the federal aoa-dlecr l al nati o n maployment policy 
under Bneutive Order Bo. 10590 and discuss the problems which still 
confront the agencies and the President’ ■ Committee. The invitation 
to the conferonot, addressed to the Chatman of the Subversive Activities 
Control Board, stated in part: 

"The conference will be held in the Congressional 
Boon of the Willard Hotel, and will begin at 9:30 a.n. 
on Saptawiber 23* The dosing session will be a l unch eo n 
seating in the South Ballroom of the Willard, at which 
Mr. Branch Rickey, the Committee* • Tice Chat naan, will be 
the speaker. The conference will close promptly at 
2 p.n. 

* « * » * 

"A copy of the agenda for the conference is en c l osed . 

We plan sa Infornsl type of wasting, sad we hope for a 
full and free discussion of the items. 


"We would appreciate having trm your office no 
later than September 1 8 the names of those persons who 
will be representing your agency at the conference, with 
particular Inforostion m to Whether or not they will be 
attending the luncheon session. The cost of the l unch e on 
will be B3.b5 per person, and can be paid at the Homing 
session or Just prior to the luncheon session.” 


C-O-P-Y 
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B-iAogos o-o-f-y 

As a general rule, "the expe nse of subsistence at haadqpmaftera la 
personal to the employee anA meals ordinarily mgr not be furnished him 
at Ctov ar naa n t expense within the Halts of hla headquarters." 36 C hop. 

Gen. 134. The abated rale la pr edic a ted upon two Congressional enact- 
ments: the Travel Expense Act of 19^9, aa eaanded (3 U.S.C. 836), 
and the Revised Statutes, section 1763 (5 U.S.C. 70). The Travel 
Expense Act authorises the p a y me nt of eufealstemee expenses of officers 
and angdoyeea while they are on official business "may from their 
designated poeta of duty.” Section 1763 of the Revised Statutes pro* 

▼ides that no officer of the public servioes, or any other person those 
salary, pay, or saoluswBt* are fixed by lav or regulations, "dull 
receive any additional pay, antra allowmaee, or compensation, in any form 
whatever * * * unless the game is authorised by lav, and the spproprLa- 
tion therefor explicitly states that it la for such additional pay, extra 
allowance. or an wMm u t iinin . " (Qbdertooriiut auDclied. ) 

It would thus appear that in the absence of specific statutory author- 
ity the general appropriation for salaries and expanses of the Subversive 
Activities Co nt rol Board la not available for r elmbur sem a at of tbs lunch- 
eon expanse incurred. Sec Johnston v. Halted States, 17? F * 2d 612* 

B-137999, December 16, 199SC 


The claimant, in a anwocr aadun forwarded with year letter, refers to 
the Covernaant Bxp loyeee Training Act (3 U.S.C. 2301 at seq.) aa pexhape 
a source of authority for the payaant of hla clain. It la not shown that 
the Sidrraarslve Activities Control Board views the luncheon session— 
attendance at which was not necessary to otherwise participate in the 
confarimrie « aa constituting "training" within the — «*p»*«g of that act. 

Bor do we see any beats for such a determination, and, consequently, the 
provisions of that act concerning expenses of training (3 U.S.C* 2309) 
are not her**** fbr - 


ton a wB omn dua of the claimant refer* s pecifically to the provi sion 
of the C k i T o ns iitnt Bsployeea Training Act "g appr o p ri a t! one "available 
for expenses of attendance at met Inga." 3 U.S.C. 2318(b). The legisla- 
tive history of that provision In dicat es it was intended to dispense with 
the specific ■pp i n prl a tl on »»Tf repaired by 3 U.S.C. $3 fbr 

the poyannt of expenses of federal officers and employees in attending 
m e et ings "of mwnhers of any society or as soc ia t ion. " The provision has 
little or no bearing upon a purely internal conference or meeting of the 
Government. Bor, in any event, can we view the provision a a authorising 
agencies to incur an expense otherwise precluded by the Revised Statutes 
section 1763. 

Since there is no specific statutory authority for the use of the 
Board's general appropriation for the expense involved, the claim herein 
is not for payment. 


Sincerely yours, 

/•/ 

Joseph Campbell 

Q T pt f wi 1 an* (tenoral 

of the Ublted States C-O-P-Y 
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